
Mrs. Josephson, K-6 Intervention Specialist 
Week of July 3, 2016 

 
Favorite Books from Elementary School:   James and the Giant Peach and Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory by R. Dahl 

 
Favorite Spot to Read:  on the couch on a cool, rainy day 

 
Just for Fun, Adult 

 

Currently Reading: I’m having so much fun reading children’s literature and catching 

up on reading books that students have recommended.  I’m putting off my pile of “adult” 
books until August! 

 
Next Up: TBD in August 

 

Just for Fun, Children’s Literature 
 

Week of July 3 – 10th: “Magical” Books 
(The books that I review will be available to borrow on a first-come basis.  Just 
come visit me on Wednesdays from 9:00 am - 1:30 pm during the Book Swap in 

the RLS library.) 
 
A Snicker of Magic by Natalie Lloyd:  I had a hard time putting this book down and I 

was glad to that it was a rainy, cool weekend so I could spend some extra time reading.  
The main character, Felicity is a “word collector” and she sees words everywhere.  This 

book is about the magic of words and stories.  I loved the language in the book and 
wanted to highlight so many words, phrases, and paragraphs.  It’s a “spindiddly” and 
magical book!  I can’t wait to read N. Lloyd’s next book, The Key to Extraordinary.   

I’d recommend this 311 page book to upper elementary readers who like fantasy 
stories. 
 
Circus Mirandus by Cassie Beasley:  Another book about magic…celebrating the 

power of seeing magic in the world.   The cover of this book caught my attention, just 
like A Snicker of Magic.  The main character, Micah reminded me of James from 

James and the Giant Peach.  He is a sweet boy who has to deal with his mean Aunt 

Gertrudis.  Fortunately, Micah still has his loving, mischievous, magical grandfather to 
give him hope.  He also becomes friends with Jenny Mendoza – a very loyal friend! I 

thought the beginning of the book started out a bit slow but the pace quickened and I 
didn’t want the story to end.  If you are looking for a book that is unique, charming, and 
magical then check it out.  Great read aloud for readers ages 9+ who are looking for a 

fun, whimsical read! (292 pages) 
 
 

 

 

 



Professional 
Currently Reading:  Reading in the Wild by Donalyn Miller 

 
Next Up:  I was so excited to attend a session at the International Literary conference 

in Boston this past Friday!  I learned more about dyslexia, dyscalculus, and executive 

function from instructors at the Dyslexia Training Institute.  There were several 
resources they recommended and I’m eager to reread Overcoming Dyslexia by Sally 

Shaywitz. This book is also a recommended resource for parents of a dyslexic child. 

 

 


