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October 30, 2014 
 

Dear Families, 
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank those families who reached out to inquire about Ruggles Lane’s Halloween 

celebrations this year. I heard from many of you who had questions and concerns and wanted to have a dialogue 

to better understand our practices. I assure you that I am open to talking about questions, feedback and 

concerns. Without having open, respectful dialogue such as this, we cannot work to serve you to the best of our 

capacity. 
 

I wanted to also take this opportunity to clear up some misunderstandings regarding Halloween. The biggest 

change that was instituted this year that impacts Halloween is moving towards a more allergy safe environment. 

Mrs. Tuttle sent home a notice in the home folder on September 19th explaining this in regards to birthdays. We 

are also working towards this with other school celebrations as well. With a school population of over 400 

students, with only one nurse, it is very difficult to monitor celebrations with food to make sure they are safe for 

our students with allergies, many of them severe and life-threatening. The safest thing any school can do is 

institute an allergy safe environment which eliminates food coming from outside the school for the whole class. 

This decision was made at the end of last year and I do support it. I am sure you would agree that there are 

many ways to celebrate a birthday or an event like Halloween that do not involve food. The teachers have come 

up with some very creative ideas! Currently there is a committee working to craft a district-wide policy regarding 

food. Until that policy is in place, we will be following this allergy safe environment. 
 

This allergy safe environment, and an hour time frame, were the only stipulations put on Halloween celebrations 

this year. From that, individual teachers and teams decided how they would celebrate in a developmentally 

appropriate way while maintaining an environment conducive to learning for the day. As you can imagine, it is 

not the easiest day to be an elementary school teacher! 
 

Costumes have not been worn to school for many years at Ruggles Lane, with the exception of the children 

participating in the parade. Kindergarteners will still participate in a costume parade during which they will visit 

all of the classrooms. They should bring their costumes to school in a bag with all parts labelled. All teachers 

sent communications home regarding the class plan either through email or through a note in home folders. 
 

There will be a communication coming from the Superintendent’s office regarding guidelines for holiday 

celebrations in school. The above mentioned plan for Halloween is separate from those guidelines as they have 

yet to be published. 
 

Tomorrow is a joyful day for children as they participate in trick-or-treating and other family activities. It will be 

one at school as well. I am confident that many joyful memories will be made both at school and at home. 
 

Best regards for a safe and fun Halloween, 
 

Julie Vincentsen 

Principal 


